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● Choice Neighborhoods update
● Akron Civic Commons update
● Land Use Plan update

Welcome!
Today’s Agenda



Schedule



● Field survey in April

● Launch of Summit Lake Apartments 
survey - Neighborhood survey coming 
soon

● Launch of People’s History of Summit 
Lake

● Interviews with residents and service 
providers

Choice Activities to Date



Summit Lake today is an asset but it wasn’t always
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Industry brought growth but also pollution to Summit Lake



Over time, the loss of industry, highway construction and urban 
renewal contributed to the neighborhood’s decline



Today, the neighborhood is 
isolated from the rest of 
the city



“It’s a safe place. That’s gone from a 

lot of neighborhoods – kids being able 

to go to your neighbors for help.” 

But Summit Lake is also a tight-knit community 

“when I moved here, this was a 

neighborhood, streets were filled with 

homes, children, schools, now we just 

see buses, everything is outside.” 

“It’s small enough here, I know who 

the kids belong to, I do like that.” 

We are filling out our understanding of the neighborhood through 

interviews personal histories &

“I used to put my baby in a stroller and bring 

them to Lincoln – all my kids went there. They 

had a pool...      I want that for the next 

generation – you can walk to that school and 

get to your child.” 



Since 1940, 
Summit Lake has 
lost 70% of its 
population 
compared to 
Akron’s decrease 
of 19% 



1921 Land Use

● The scale of this map is different from 
our other basemaps. I think you are 
working in Yoona’s old file?

● Still missing some housing along Ira 
and Lake Shore just south of Summit 
Beach Park. I added Yellow Boxes to 
indicate.

● I don’t see the commercial at the 
bottom of the study in the 1921 map 
I’ve been looking at. 

● The three square at the top need to 
be changed: the first is city of akron 
no longer goodrich, the second is 
goodrich, the third is not yet 
residential 

● The black labels are too small, can you 
copy and paste them from the 
commercial servies or industrial map 
so they are legible on the slide?

In 1921, Summit Lake 
was almost fully built 
out with 2 schools, 
Summit Beach Park 
and commercial 
services





46% of the land is vacant



There are 83 acres of 
vacant land [63 football 
fields] & 
54 vacant buildings in 
the Study Area [44 are 
residential]



Houses in the neighborhood are old and large, making 
them difficult and costly to maintain

26% 57% 16% 1%



Services are limited in the neighborhood

“There used to be a pharmacy 

where Save-A-Lot is, a meat 

market on Main, cleaners on 

Old Main, Banks, lots of things 

that were once here....” 



The area is home to 
just one supermarket 
and five corner 
stores...



...and services are 
spread out across the 
neighborhood.

Dont quite have the wording here but the 
point is that they are spread out and the 
neighborhood itself is disconnected and not 
easy to get around



Most of the neighborhood 
is disconnected from the 
lake.
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On the west 
side, streets 
continue to 
the lake
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“Summit Lake feels so far away. If you don’t 

live a block away it feels so far away.” 

Summit Lake Apartments and Towpath Trail

- neighborhood resident

On the east 
side, the 
street grid 
ends at Lake 
Shore Blvd



Most sidewalks are in need of repair

“A lot of the community 

walks in the streets, the 

sidewalks are terrible.” 



Positive developments are happening



● More interviews
● Completion of Summit Lake Apartments resident 

and Summit Lake neighborhood surveys
● Collection and analysis of additional community 

indicators
● Community workshop this summer

Choice Next Steps


