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● Choice Neighborhoods update
● Akron Civic Commons update
● Land Use Plan update

Welcome!
Today’s Agenda



Schedule



● On-going review of 
neighborhood conditions

● 86 Summit Lake Apartments 
surveys completed

● 66 Neighborhood surveys 
completed 

● 35+ interviews with residents, 
service providers + stakeholders

● Summit Lake Choice 
Neighborhoods webpage live on 
Akron Civic Commons website

Choice Activities to Date



Since 1940, 
Summit Lake has 
lost 70% of its 
population 
compared to 
Akron’s decrease 
of 19% 



Summit Lake* residents are younger than the city as a whole *Summit Lake refers to the Choice boundary 
census tracts (5053, 5056)

There are almost twice as 
many single female 
households in Summit Lake 
as in the city as a whole



Single female headed 
households account 
for almost all 
households in poverty

36% of all 
households live in 
poverty

Summit Lake residents are twice as likely to live in poverty and their incomes have 
been trending downward 



Overall, Summit Lake residents have been closing the educational and employment gap 
with the city, but racial disparities exist



Summit Lake has lost a significant amount of housing. Renters make up a larger 
portion of the households and are more at risk of housing instability.



There are 83 acres of 
vacant land [63 football 
fields] & 
54 vacant buildings in 
the Choice Study Area 
[44 are residential]



Map title: 2021 Vacancy by ownership
Legend:
● City of Akron 
● Summit County Land Bank 
● Private (fade out these parcels - light gray)

Include stats on private v. public owned vacancy

Should we differentiate between vacant building and 
vacant land ?

● Turn off the other parcels
● Include the vacancy outside the study area but only use the 

vacancy inside the study area for the calculations. (for the 
collaborative map, include this vacancy later on the Land 
Use-scale map)

● Match Legend size to slide 12
● Delete “in Summit Lake” from map title

Over half of the vacant 
property is public owned



The neighborhood is 
impacted by violent 
crime, at almost twice 
the rate as the city.

Summit Lake: 255/1000 residents
City of Akron: 126/1000 residents



There are a number of different ways we can do this. 
Heat Maps or Just marking points ?
Tax abatement data ?

140 new construction 
permits have been 
issued in Akron since 
2016...but none were in 
Summit Lake

38% are 
residential and 
20% are 
commercial



Help us spread the word! 



Overview of 
workshop activities



Akron Civic Commons Update

● Summit Lake Nature 
Center - grand opening 
on July 1

● Ohio & Erie Canal, 
Summit Lake Trail -  
design plans 70% 
complete













● Workshop July 20 at the Reach Opportunity Center 
and July 21 at the Front Porch Fellowship

● Completion of Summit Lake Apartments resident 
and Summit Lake neighborhood surveys

Next Steps



Help us spread the word! 


