
Housing Task Force
September 22, 2021 



● Choice Neighborhoods activities update
● Review of neighborhood conditions
● Review of workshop input
● Review of survey results
● Next steps

Welcome!
Today’s Agenda



Schedule



Choice Activities to Date



Summit Lake has lost a significant amount of housing. Renters make up a larger 
portion of the households and are more at risk of housing instability.



1921 Land Use

In 1921, Summit Lake 
was almost fully built 
out with 2 schools, 
Summit Beach Park 
and commercial 
services





There are 83 acres of 
vacant land [63 football 
fields] & 
54 vacant buildings in 
the Study Area [44 are 
residential]



Map title: 2021 Vacancy by ownership
Legend:
● City of Akron 
● Summit County Land Bank 
● Private (fade out these parcels - light gray)

Include stats on private v. public owned vacancy

Should we differentiate between vacant building and 
vacant land ?

● Turn off the other parcels
● Include the vacancy outside the study area but only use the 

vacancy inside the study area for the calculations. (for the 
collaborative map, include this vacancy later on the Land 
Use-scale map)

● Match Legend size to slide 12
● Delete “in Summit Lake” from map title

Over half of the vacant 
property is public owned



Most of the neighborhood 
is disconnected from the 
lake.



Image courtesy of Akron Civic Commons Summit Lake Boulevard

On the west 
side, streets 
continue to 
the lake



Image courtesy of Akron Civic Commons

“Summit Lake feels so far away. If you don’t 

live a block away it feels so far away.” 

Summit Lake Apartments and Towpath Trail

- neighborhood resident

On the east 
side, the 
street grid 
ends at Lake 
Shore Blvd





to our resident volunteers and Y on the Fly!

and to Akron Civic Commons 
for the raffle!



Summit Lake on July 20









Front Porch Fellowship on July 21









Collaborative map

[115 comments]

What is an issue you would like to see this plan solve?



Collaborative map



Collaborative map



Spin wheel



Spin wheel



Summary: what we’ve most frequently heard

Community
There is a lot of pride in Summit Lake with 
committed residents and organizations 
looking to improve the community.

“There has always 

been a strong sense 

of community here.” 



Summary: what we’ve most frequently heard

Open space
The Civic Commons has brought 
the community to the water - the 
programming and activities on 
Summit Lake are invaluable.
 
However, what is happening on 
the lake often feels separate from 
the rest of the community.  

There are great park spaces 
around Summit Lake but fewer 
opportunities on the hill.

“Summit Lake feels so far 

away. If you don’t live a 

block away it feels so far 

away. You aren’t connected. 

It’s just far..”



Summary: what we’ve most frequently heard

Streets
Streets and 
sidewalks are in 
poor condition and 
cars move too fast!

“People fly up and 

down the streets 

(speeding) on IRA. You 

can hear it at night. I 

watch people blow 

right through the stop 

signs..”



Summary: what we’ve most frequently heard

Quality of life
The overgrown lots, unsealed buildings and 
trash are major quality of life issues for 
neighbors. 

Property owners need help to maintain 
houses.

The neighborhood is safer now but there is 
still work to do and there’s still a perception 
of Summit Lake as a dangerous place.

“The neighborhood has gotten better, 

The drug activity has gone down but 

homeless camps are tucked away in the 

community.”



Summary: what we’ve most frequently heard

Basic needs
There are not enough retail 
amenities in Summit Lake. You 
have to leave the community to 
take care of basic shopping and 
needs. 

It’s difficult to get a loan or land 
for housing in the neighborhood.

Basic needs must be met first, 
people are in survival mode.

“there used to be a pharmacy where the save a lot 

is inside the store. We don’t have a pharmacy, we 

have two senior citizens buildings, we need a brick 

and mortar pharmacy.”

“There are no amenities around 

here. If you want a cup a coffee 

you’re out of luck. To get lunch, 

you have to uber or door dash.



Summit Lake Community Workshop Summit Lake Apartment pop-ups

Summit Lake Apartments Resident Survey Results





















Summit Lake will be a safe and 
desirable place to live.

There will be a strong sense of 
community where people look 
for out for each other.

Residents will have what they need 
to be healthy and independent.

Natural assets will be an 
integral part of the community and 
will help make it unique.

Emerging themes for a neighborhood vision of the future



● Housing Market Analysis - Zimmerman/Volk 
Associates - end of November

● Developer RFP - issued this month
● Workshop #2 for Land Use planned for September 

28 at Reach Opportunity Center
● Round 2 Choice workshop planned for late October

Next Steps


